A 69-year-old man was referred to our respiratory department due to a massive pleural effusion in the right hemithorax ( Figure 1A Malignant melanoma has the capacity to metastasize widely to every organ in the body; however, the incidence of pleural effusion can be detected only in 2% of thoracic metastasis of malignant melanoma. 
A 69-year-old man was referred to our respiratory department due to a massive pleural effusion in the right hemithorax ( Figure 1A Malignant melanoma has the capacity to metastasize widely to every organ in the body; however, the incidence of pleural effusion can be detected only in 2% of thoracic metastasis of malignant melanoma. Furthermore, pleural metastasis of malignant melanoma is rarely reported in Japan due to its low incidence; thus, cytodiagnosis of melanoma is frequently difficult, especially in amelanotic melanoma.
However, physicians should consider malignant melanoma in the differential diagnosis of pleural effusion.
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